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Irene Moore, DVM, MSc, BSc(Agr) – AAVSB VTNE Committee Chair

Nancy Grittman, MBA – AAVSB Chief Risk Management Officer
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Goals for Today
• Understand the AAVSB programs and services for 

the veterinary technician professional
• Understand the pass rates for a high stakes 

credentialing examination
• Understand the development of the VTNE new 

content outline
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AAVSB Key Programs & Services
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63 Member
Jurisdictions
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Supporting 
and 
advancing the 
regulatory 
process for 
veterinary 
medicine.
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AAVSB Board of Directors & Strategy Map
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Centralized Licensure Database VIVA
• License updates
• Disciplinary actions
• Credential information
• Original source documents
• Exam reports: Everyone that has taken veterinary 

exams
• Profile information
• Education history and transcripts
• Employment history
• Documents & information provided by licensee
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What does VAULT include?
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VAULT
Veterinary
Application for
Uniform
Licensure 
Transfer

Fed by the centralized 
database in support of 
Member Board licensure 
review
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Say goodbye to searching 
shoeboxes and drawers 
for your continuing 
education certificates.
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Licensure Assistance 

• Launched in 2022
• Eight (8)boards are accepting PAVE; 
Several expect to statute and rule changes 
in 2023/2023
•Thirty-two (32) AVMA-CVTEA and CVMA 
accredited veterinary technology/nursing 
programs are participating in accepting 
candidates for the gap course(s) 
requirement.
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Your AAVSB Exams Team

Amy Farmer, EdD, CAE
Senior Director of Mobility

Darla Wright 
Program Specialist, Exams

Channing Benson
Program Manager, Exams

Shelly Lala, RVT
Program Associate, Exams

Erin Garris
Program Associate, Exams
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VTNE Celebrating Diversity Award and
VTNE Scholarship Awards

• Launched the Celebrating Diversity 
Award in 2021

• Launched the VTNE Scholarship Award to 
be awarded annually for all AVMA-CVTEA 
and CVMA accredited veterinary 
technology/nursing programs in 2022

Sarah Henderson, Long Island University, 
2023 recipient
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Exam Services

• 8,723 exams taken in 2022
• 46 Member Boards regulate 

veterinary technicians
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The VTNE Committee, 2023
Irene Moore, DVM, MSc, BSc(Agr) (AAVSB) – VTNE Committee Chair
Mark Nunez, DVM – AAVSB Board of Directors Liaison

Mary Berg, BS, RVT, RLATG, VTS (Dentistry) (AAVSB), Chair-Elect 
Tricia Gorham, CVT (AVTE)
Olivia Holt Williams, RVT, AS (NAVTA)
Scott Keller, DVM (AVTE)
Jenee Odani, DVM, Dipl ACVP (AAVSB)
Tracie Quick, DVM (AAVSB)
Lori Renda-Francis, PhD, MA, BBA, LVT (CVTEA)
Susan Thiessen, RVT (RVTTC) 
Courtney Waxman, MS, CVT, RVT, VTS (ECC) (NAVTA)
Sue Wedam, DVM (CVTEA)
Scarlett Wong, BSc, RVT, VTS (ECC) (RVTTC)

VTNE, September 2022
(Also includes AAVSB Staff)
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The Veterinary Technician National Examination

Overview of the VTNE

• Criterion Group and Pass rates
• Job Analysis
• New Content Outline

Key Exam Development steps
• Item writing, item review, and exam review 

training/meetings
• Standard Setting
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The Veterinary Technician National Examination

A Credentialing 
Exam must be both 
reliable and valid
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Job Analysis

• Define the job’s knowledge and skills (KSA) 
specific to a new veterinary technology 
graduate

• Survey large group of veterinary 
technicians to determine which KSA’s are 
performed and how critical they are

• Used to develop the Content Outline for 
the VTNE
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VTNE Job Analysis

October 2022
Job Analysis Committee Meeting

November – December 2022 
Job Analysis Survey
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VTNE Job Analysis

January 2023 
Development of Examination 
Specifications

March 2023 
Recommendation and approval by the 
AAVSB Board of Directors 
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VTNE Content Outline

10 Domains

New Domain
10. Communication and 
Veterinary Professional 
Support Services
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VTNE Content Outline Comparison
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Exam Development Steps Aligning to 
New Content Outline

April  & June 2023 
In-person workshop with VTNE Committee 
and additional SME’s to develop two new 
practice tests, item writing, and new exam 
forms
August 2023
Standard Setting workshop to set the 
passing point to be recommended to the 
AAVSB Board of Directors for final approval
September 2023
In-person workshop to continue 
development of new forms
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Standard Setting
• Not a simple percentage
• To determine passing score of the 

"minimally competent candidate"
• To protect the public from harm 

caused by incompetent 
professional practice

• To provide a valid and consistent 
way of identifying those who are 
competent to practice in the 
profession
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New VTNE Content Outline and Practice 
Tests on AAVSB website

New Content Outline will be available on 
the AAVSB website on August 15 and 
Practice Tests will be available in 
September to align with the VTNE 
administration November 15 - December 15, 
2023

November/December 2023 VTNE 
application window opens November 15 –
October 15
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Questions?
Any additional questions can be emailed to 
the AAVSB Exams Team at 
vettech@aavsb.org  
The AAVSB will randomly select 10 attendees 
to receive a free Practice Test voucher to give 
to an upcoming graduate and will email those 
attendees and their Program Director the 
voucher.


