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WHAT IS A NERD BOOK?

• Reference tool

• Help improve retention

• Useful in many classes



RUBRIC

• See hand out

• Useful for many classes

• Heavy point based ~450



WHAT SUBJECT MATTER IS 
FUNDAMENTAL FOR A NERDBOOK?



PROS VS CONS

• Personalized project

• Helpful with retention

• Can take to internship/ clinic etc.

• Student can continue to add in other classes



PROS VS CONS

• Tedious

• Students procrastinate

• Plagiarism

• A lot to grade



ASSIGNING TO STUDENTS

• Rubric 2nd week of class

• Due week 10 of semester

• Reminders



GET CREATIVE

• Allow creativity!

• Scrap book

• Typed 

• Encourage them!



RESOURCES

• Textbooks

• Eclinpath.com

• Class power points

• Reputable sources



EXAMPLE
Lindsey’s 
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Lab II 

 



EXAMPLEDifferent types of blood cells  

 

 

Erythrocytes: The canine erythrocyte in health is a relatively 
large, uniform, biconcave disc. This is reflected in the Wright’s 

stained blood film as a cell with an area of central pallor. (3) 

Neutrophils: Neutrophils are the predominant circulating 
WBCS in dogs, cats, and horses. Mature neutrophils, called 
segmented neutrophils, are about 12 µm in diameter and are 
characterized by a segmented nucleus that often has three to 

five lobes. (4) 

Eosinophils: In general, nuclei of mature eosinophils are 
shorter and less segmented than neutrophil nuclei and the 
cytoplasm, if visible, is pale blue. Marked variation in granule 
size, number and shape occurs within and between 
individuals of any breed. A specific and predictable 
morphologic variant of the eosinophil is seen in Greyhounds, 
other sighthounds (eg, Whippets, Deerhounds) and in some 

Golden Retrievers. (3) 

Basophils: Canine basophils are difficult to recognize since 
many do not have readily apparent granules. This is because 
the granules are a pale lavender versus purple. The major 
identifying features of canine basophils are the long and  



EXAMPLE



EXAMPLE



EXAMPLEMath Formulas (56) 

 

Mean Corpuscular Volume (MCV) – 

PCV x 10 ÷ RBCs (units fl) 

Mean Corpuscular Hemoglobin  (MCH) –  

HgB x 10 ÷ RBCs (units pg) 

Mean Corpuscular Hemoglobin Concentrations  

(Hgb÷PCV)x100 (units g/dL)  

HgB =PCV÷3 (units g/dL) 

PCV = Hgb X 3 (units %)  

RBC Est. = PCV ÷ 6 x 1,000,000 (units est. 
RCB/uL) 

WBC Est. = count 10 fields, take average, then 
multiply by 2,000 (units est. WBC/uL)  

Platelet Est. = count 10 fields, take the average, 
multiply by 15,000. (units est. platelet/uL)  

What is a hemocytometer? (25) 

A hemocytometer is a specialized slide used for cell counting 
with a microscope. There are several types of 
hemocytometer, all with different counting grids. The most 
commonly used is the ‘Improved Neubauer’ chamber. 

The Improved Neubauer has an H-shaped indent at the 
center of the slide that separates the space into two counting 
chambers. Grids are engraved onto the surface to make cell 

counting easier and more precise. 

 How to Use the Hemocytometer 

1. Clean the hemocytometer and the cover glass with 

ethanol. Ensure the ethanol evaporates completely 

so it does not affect your cells. 

2. Place the cover glass on top of the hemocytometer’s 

chambers to stop your sample from evaporating. 

3. Load 10 µl of your stained sample into one or both 

counting chambers with a micropipette. Capillary 

action ensures even distribution of the suspension 

within the chamber. 

4. Place the hemocytometer under the microscope. 

5. Adjust the microscope’s focus until you can clearly 

see the cells. 
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STUDENT FEED BACK

• “I use it in my clinic daily!” Baily R.

• “Worth the effort.” Grant P.

• “I continue to add to mine!” Ace K.

• “I’m glad I finished it!” Ariel D.

• I should have started it sooner!” Brian T.
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QUESTIONS

• Meri.durand@dctc.edu


